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ARLEN NESS

Performance Baggers Created By The Master H-D Customizer
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Highlights include the Arlen Ness Ripper frame mounted
with an Evo Dyna drivetrain, the slim tour bags, and the
aluminum-blilet primary zover. The cut and polished
engine is dazzling,
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LUXURYLINER
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Viewed from the front, while lacking precision in some
places, the design has an overall emphasis on symmetry. The
look is clearly distinct from that of traditional H-D styling.
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1_The megaphone exhaust pipes have the front exhaust pipe up high. The tips
are turned out to prevent overheating. 2 The way that the headlight mounted
to the triple tree moves within the cowl is charming. 3_The stylish stretched
aluminum tank and handlebars display Ness's signature style. 4_The “no stock
bikes” sticker regularly appeared on Ness bikes in the late ‘P0s and clearly
represents the rebellious spirit Arlen Ness's customization embraced.
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The first time I saw a Luxury Liner in this style was in August 1995, when |
was covering the Hamster Ride in Sturgis. I think T was in front of the lodge
in Spearfish that se as the ride’s starting point, and I vividly remember
Cory Ness telling me, “This is the new Luxury Liner.”

Cory Ness told me d produced 6 machines in the same style but with
different colors, and they had ridden them there from Californi
were all originally equipped with FXR units).

The first Luxury Liner was produced in 1992, when the current term
“hagger” did not even exist, and it and th ral versions that followed
exhibited a radi different style and structure.

The most distinct feature is the fairing, which represents the cutting-edge

originality of San Francisco-style design. Instead of the welded ABS fairing

that had been used up to that point, this Luxury Liner’s fairing has a single-
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piece fiberglass construction. In addition, instead of having an FXR frame at
its base, it has an Arlen Ness Ripper Frame, which accommo n Evo
F\ PO‘-’\"L‘ rﬁi s S were uxfd as Hlll\:h as F"Jbblbic‘ al'ld
experimental one-off parts kept to a minimum.
Though i i1ld be called a handmade specialty model, its specs were created
to suit a made-to-order production process in line with N
oms.” By the point that this bike was produced, Arlen I
en producing a variery of parts himself, and these machines were the
expression of his desire at the time to become a morore
‘Though the bike’s design was artistic, it is not just for show. ny special
custom should be, it was m: it could be ridden on long tr
A quarter-century after it was built, this high-end custom still looks

tacular.

scrape when banking. However, the shift to this style of tour
bags gave the hard cases mo
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